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CO N T E N T S

P2 Business news
• The Enterprise Act 2016
• New fund for construction
trailblazer
• Nikal secures go ahead for Altair
P2 Business support
• Meet the newest members
of our team

Welcome to the latest edition
of Trafford’s ‘Business First’
bulletin brought to you by
Trafford Borough Council.
In this edition you will find articles
on the latest business news, support
and funding opportunities including:
details of Altrincham’s cutting edge
Fab Lab, the new members of our
team and news of grant funding for
construction apprenticeships.

The Council’s Economic Growth
Team is here to act as a single
point of contact for business in
the borough. Whether it’s through
identifying potential funding
opportunities, searching for sites
or premises, guiding you through
available business support provision
or supporting new and expanding
companies, the team is ready to
help and advise you.

P3 Funding & Finance
• MMU – Small business funding
• R&D Tax credits
• Spotlight on new start up
P4 Funding & finance
• The Rooms at Trafford Town Hall
P4 	Events
• Trafford Park Business Network

For more information about the
support available to businesses,
visit www.investintrafford.com,
or follow us on Twitter
@TraffordBiz.
You can contact the
team by telephoning
0161 912 4176 or e-mailing
business@trafford.gov.uk.

Altrincham Fab Lab goes live
The ground floor of Altrincham
Library has recently been converted
to a Fabrication Laboratory or Fab
Lab, which opened to the public and
businesses in early April 2016.
A Fab Lab is a workshop designed
to facilitate the conversion of ideas
and concepts into a manufactured
prototype or product. The
Altrincham Fab Lab contains the
www.investintrafford.com

standard equipment found in other
Fab Labs including a 3D printer,
computer controlled laser cutter,
milling machines, vinyl cutter, as well
as programming tools, electronics
assembly, and embroidery
equipment. All age groups are
welcome, while entrepreneurs and
businesses can use the Fab Lab to
support product design, prototype
development and manufacture.

For more information visit:
https://altrinchamfablab.
manufacturinginstitute.co.uk
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BUSINESS NEWS

The Enterprise Act 2016
The Enterprise Act 2016 became
law on 4th May 2016. The Act
includes a package of provisions
that will benefit small business
owners, including cutting red tape
and tackling late payment, to

boosting the quality and quantity
of apprenticeships. Some parts of
the Act will come into force
automatically but others require
secondary legislation.

Read more about the Act
at: https://www.gov.uk/
government/news/enterpriseact-becomes-law

New fund for construction trailblazer
apprenticeships
The Construction Industry Training
Board (CITB) has launched a new
Trailblazer Apprenticeship Fund to
support firms investing in higher
level apprenticeships. The Fund will

provide grants to business
owners who are training
apprentices to level four and
above, including post-graduate
qualifications.

Nikal Secures Go Ahead For Altair
Nikal has been granted detailed
planning permission for Phase One of
Altair, Altrincham’s exciting new £70
million residential and leisure quarter
in the town centre. The decision
means that construction on the 4.5
acre mixed-use scheme will start this
summer, with completion of the first
phase anticipated in December 2017.

For further information, visit:
http://www.citb.co.uk/newsevents/uk/new-funding-potfor-construction-trailblazersannounced

Queen’s Award
The Queen’s Award for
Enterprise is for British
businesses excelling
in international trade,
innovation or sustainable
development. Trafford’s winners in
the International Trade Category this
year were RealityMine and Regatta.
Applications for the 2017 award are
now open until 2nd September.

For further information visit:
http://www.nikal.uk.com/
siteNorm/latestNews.
php?qsSelectedNewsId=81

Find out more about eligibility
requirements and start your
application today at: https://
www.gov.uk/queens-awardsfor-enterprise/eligibility

business support

Meet the newest members of our team:
Councillor John Reilly,
Executive Member
for Economic Growth,
Environment and
Infrastructure

business support currently on offer
to new start and young businesses in
Trafford would have been very useful in
his early business career.

In May 2016, Councillor John
Reilly (Davyhulme West Ward) was
confirmed as the Executive Member
for this key portfolio.

Councillor Reilly adds, “I am really
looking forward to working with
Trafford’s businesses, the engine of the
borough’s economic growth.”

Councillor Reilly has a keen interest
and experience gained from operating
his own business which sold white
goods across the North West region
and employed thirty five people.
Councillor Reilly has enjoyed success
and recognises the wide range of

Tony Ward, Business Growth Advisor:

www.investintrafford.com

Trafford Council and the Greater
Manchester Business Growth Hub
have partnered to appoint a dedicated
business growth expert to provide
support to growing small and medium
enterprises (SMEs). Tony Ward has

been appointed as Business Growth
Advisor for Trafford and will provide
support to businesses in key areas
such as developing a business plan
and growth strategy, marketing,
exporting and tapping into funding
opportunities. Combined with the
wider support available through
the Greater Manchester Business
Growth Hub, Tony’s role means
local businesses have a fantastic
springboard for future success.
For further information
please contact: tony.ward@
businessgrowthhub.com /
telephone 07714 767412.
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FUNDING AND FINANCE

Manchester Metropolitan University Small Business Funding
The Social Enterprise Investment
Fund is a support fund to encourage
small and medium-sized businesses
to work with MMU. The Fund will
contribute £5k to a project costed
at a minimum of £10k, to be
delivered before 31st July 2016.
MMU aims to support small
businesses to become more robust
and profitable by offering expertise

from across the University. The
deadline for projects is July 31st.
For further information,
including eligibility
requirements or for a discussion
on potential projects, contact
Ian Gibbs, Centre for Enterprise,
on ian.gibbs@mmu.ac.uk
or 0161 247 3610.

R&D Tax Credits
Are you always finding ways to give
your business a competitive edge?
If so, your company may be able to
claim back over 100% of the salaries
and other costs you’ve put into
driving your processes and services
forward, via the government’s
R&D Tax Credits scheme. You
may be continually improving the
technical capability of a product
or investigating new ways of

manufacturing, to set your business
apart from its competitors. These tax
credits can ensure you reap the full
rewards of your innovation. If your

business invests in any research
and development activity or has
made significant improvements to
products, services or software, then
you could be eligible.
For more information and to
find out if you are eligible,
e-mail: business@trafford.gov.uk.

Spotlight on new start-up
The Home Design Centre is a new
business which has just opened on
Ashfield Road in Sale
The business, run by Chris and
Chloe Maxwell, builds on Chris’
expertise as a joiner. It also links to
their successful building company
of many years; registered with The
Guild of Master Craftsmen.
The showroom, located in Sale
Town Centre, offers customers a
central location to view the products
on offer. Coupled with late night
opening on a Thursday the Home
Design Centre enables customers to
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meet with Chloe or Chris to discuss
the possibilities available for their
property development and access
their free design service.
The Home Design Centre received
a Town Centre Loan from Trafford
Council to start the business. Chloe
said, “If it wasn’t for the loan scheme
we would not have been able to
launch this showroom in Sale Town
Centre. This loan scheme, along
with savings, supported us with all
the high initial costs of launching
the showroom and supporting the
business during its launch stage. I
found the scheme to be really simple,

helpful and supportive and would
recommend anyone launching a
new business to enquire.”
Find out more information
regarding the Trafford Town
Centre Loan Scheme
contact 0161 912 4583
or business@trafford.gov.uk
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The Rooms at Trafford Town Hall - Great value
meeting and conference room hire.
“The Rooms” at Trafford Town
Hall are now available to hire
for meetings, training and
conferences. Situated in the
heart of Stretford and easily
accessible by road, tram and rail
the flexible meeting spaces
provide a first class venue at
a great value price.

The Grade II listed building
provides a unique space for
your meeting or conference
and offers:
• A range of rooms suitable
for 12 to 100 delegates
• Available Monday to Friday
from 8am to 7pm

• Easily accessible by road, tram
and rail
• In house catering providing
a range of options from
drinks packages to three
course meals.
To find out more or to book
please contact Anne Buckles
on 0161 912 4078

EVENTS

The next Trafford Park Business
Network (open to Trafford Park
Businesses only) will be held in
September. Date, time and venue
to be confirmed.
If you would like to book a place
please send your details to:
business@trafford.gov.uk

Trafford Job Fair 2016 will be held
on 12th September 2016 at Hotel
Football. Please got to http://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/trafford-jobsfair-2016-tickets-26219716879?utm_
term=eventurl_text for further
information, or email
employment@trafford.gov.uk

Other events are advertised on:
www.investintrafford.com.

ROAD CLOSURES
The following events
will require limited road
closures, which may impact
upon businesses in the
affected areas:

Skyride – (Sunday 10 July 2016)
Manchester City Centre to The Quays
Salford Triathlon – (Sunday 31 July 2016)
The Quays / Trafford Park
City of Salford 10k – (Sunday 04 September 2016)
Salford Quays, Trafford Park
Greater Manchester Half Marathon – (Sunday 16 October 2016)
Trafford

CONTACT
Tel: 0161 912 4176
Email:
www.investintrafford.com
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